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134th COMMISSION MEETING 

HELD ON FRIDAY 9 DECEMBER 2011 AT 10.00 AM

AT THE OFFICES OF THE NORTHERN IRELAND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION, TEMPLE COURT, 39 NORTH STREET, BELFAST, BT1 1NA

In attendance:
Professor Michael O’Flaherty




Milton Kerr




John Corey

Alan McBride

Marion Reynolds

Grainia Long

Present: 

Virginia McVea




David Russell




Rebecca Magee




Roisin Devlin (agenda item 7)



Nazia Latif (agenda items 7+8)
Apologies:

Paul Yam
1. 
Minutes of previous meeting (HRC134.1)

1.1
The minutes of the 133rd Commission meeting have been agreed following amendments.

2.
Matters arising

2.1
The Chief Commissioner gave a briefing about the Commissions Human Rights day contribution that is through various media outlets.
2.2
Commissioners discussed the visit of Thomas Hammarberg, Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights, and the events planned around the visit.
3.
Report from Chief Commissioner

3.1
The Chief Commissioner reported on meetings he had held since the last meeting of the Commission.

3.2
The Chief Commissioner reported on a number of media interviews he had held since the last meeting of the Commission and thanked Claire Martin, Press and Public Affairs worker for her effort in securing interview.
3.3
The Chief Commissioner reported the meeting of the Joint Committee of Representatives of the Two Human Rights Commissions on the Island of Ireland (The Joint Committee).
3.4
The Chief Commissioner confirmed that he would be giving evidence to the Joint Committee on Human Rights in Westminster on Tuesday 13 December.

4.
Report from Commissioners

4.1
Commissioners noted that Milton Kerr, Marion Reynolds, Christine Collins and the Chief Commissioner all attended the British Irish Intergovernmental Secretariat Christmas reception; at this event Anna Lo MLA requested a meeting with the Commission to discuss Trafficking and Domestic Violence.

Action: Director to make contact with Ms Lo through a telephone call in the first instance.


4.2
Commissioners discussed the Welfare Reform Bill.
Action: Commission to make comment on the Welfare Reform Bill.
4.3
Commissioners noted that Alan McBride, John Corey and the Chief Commissioner attended the opening of the McGurks Bar Memorial in North Belfast.

4.4
Commissioners requested a business card for giving out at events. 

Action: Deputy Director to get a price quote.
5. Statement for Government (HRC 134.2)

5.1
Commissioners noted the Statement for Government paper.

5.2
Commissioners agreed that further discussion was needed around the Commissions input.

Action: Chief Commissioner to table a draft for review.
6. Investigation into the Rights of Older People in Nursing Homes (HRC134.3)

6.1
Commissioners noted the Investigation into the Rights of Older People in Nursing Homes report and commended Roisin Devlin and Nazia Latif for their work.
6.2
Commissioners agreed that an advance copy of the report will be issued to the Minister of the Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety.
6.3
Commissioners requested that a briefing document be available to the board at the next Commission meeting.






Action: Investigations team.
7. Social Development Fund (HRC134.4)

7.1
Commissioners noted the Social Development fund paper.
7.2
Commissioners agreed that further discussion was needed before a final response could be issued.
8. Bill of Rights- the potential position on scoping impediments.

8.1
Commissioners noted the oral report from the Deputy Director.

8.2
Commissioners agreed to a research document being produced around ‘Myth busting the Bill of Rights’.

Action: Chief Commissioner to produce research document.
9. Draft Public Expenditure Reduction for NIO (HRC134.5)


9.1
This item is dealt with in a closed minute.

10. Early draft of Business Plan (HRC134.6)
10.1
Commissioners noted the early draft of the Business Plan.
10.2
Commissioners agreed that further discussion was needed with staff and the board before the final plan could be agreed.

10.3
Commissioners commended the Director for her work around the Business Plan.

Action: Director to meet with staff for further discussions.
11.
Parliamentary Report (HRC134.7)


11.1
Commissioners noted the Parliamentary Report.

12.
Any other Business

12.1
Commissioners agreed that the Directors report and the Functions report would be tabled at every other month.

12.2
Commissioners welcomed the news of the successful bid for monies from Atlantic Philanthropies, for work around training and education in the Civil Service.

12.3
Commissioners commended the Director and Deputy Director for all their hard work in securing the Atlantic Philanthropies bid.

13. Date of next Commission meetings

· Monday 23 January 2012

· Thursday 1 March 2012 (Outside of Belfast)

· Monday 16 April 2012

· Monday 21 May 2012

· Monday 18 June 2012

· Monday 20 August 2012

· Monday 17 September 2012

· Monday 15 October 2012

· Monday 19 November 2012

· Monday 17 December 2012 






Approved:
_____________






Date:

_____________
