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135th COMMISSION MEETING 

HELD ON MONDAY 23 JANUARY AT 10.00 AM

AT THE OFFICES OF THE NORTHERN IRELAND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION, TEMPLE COURT, 39 NORTH STREET, BELFAST, BT1 1NA

In attendance:
Professor Michael O’Flaherty




John Corey




Milton Kerr




Alan McBride




Marion Reynolds




Christine Collins





Paul Yam

Present:

Virginia McVea




David Russell




Rebecca Magee




Ann Jemphrey (agenda item 7)




Nazia Latif (agenda item 7)

Apologies:

Grainia Long

1.
Apologies

1.1
Apologies where received from Commissioner Grainia Long.

2.
Minutes (HRC135.1)
2.1
The minutes of the 134th Commission meeting have been agreed following amendments.

3.
Matters arising

3.1
There where no matters arising.

4.
Report from the Chief Commissioner

4.1
The Chief Commissioner reported on his schedule of meetings that he had held since the last meeting of the Commission, these included-

· A number of Politicians in Westminster and Belfast.
· The Chair of the UK Bill of Rights Commission.
· Giving evidence at the Joint Committee on Human Rights session in Westminster on 13 December.

· A series of meetings in Ballymena.  The Chief Commissioner was accompanied by Commissioners John Corey, Alan McBride and Grainia Long.

4.6
Commissioners noted that the event in Ballymena was well attended and received and that follow-up work would be carried out.
5.
Report from Commissioners

5.1
Commissioners noted that Marion Reynolds attended a Christmas event at the Youth Justice Agency.
5.2
Commissioners noted Paul Yam’s review of the first meeting of the UN CRPD committee (that he chaired).
6.
Directors report (HRC135.2)


6.1
Commissioners noted the Directors report.

6.2
Commissioners discussed with the Director the legacy tribunal cases.
6.3
Commissioners were briefed by the Director on planned efficiency and effectiveness proposals required to meets a required 25% reduction of grant-in-aid from the NIO. Discussion followed.
7.
Functions report (HRC135.3)

7.1
Commissioners noted the Legal function paper. (Page 5-20)
7.2
Commissioners noted the Legislation and Policy function paper. (Page 21-23)
7.3
Dr Nazia Latif reported on the UK Border Agency’s Green paper.  Commissioners noted this paper. (Page 21-23)
Action: Director to provide an executive summary of the paper to Commissioners.

7.4
Commissioners noted that the launch of the Investigation report ‘In Defence of Dignity – The Human Rights of Older People in Nursing Homes’ will take place on 5 March. 
Action: Director to provide a copy of the final report to Commissioners before the launch.
7.5
Commissioners noted the Press and Public Affairs paper. (Page 24-26)
8.
Quarterly Progress Report against the Business Plan (HRC135.4)

8.1
Commissioners noted the Progress Report against the Business Plan.
8.2
Commissioners noted the update from the Director on the new website, and noted that the website will be live before the end of the financial year.

9.
Commission Tender Documents (HRC135.5)

9.1
Commissioners noted the Tender Documents.

10.
Draft Equality Scheme Action Plan (HRC135.6)
10.1
Commissioners noted and discussed the Draft Equality Scheme Action plan.






Action: Director to complete and 




consult on the plan.
11.
Update in relation to the Public Expenditure Reduction for NIO (HRC135.)

11.1
This item is dealt with in a closed minute.

12.
Parliamentary Report (HRC135.8)

12.1
Commissioners noted the Parliamentary Report.

13.
Any other Business

13.1
Commissioners agreed that the Bill of Rights will be a standing item on the Commission meeting agenda.







Approved:
________________

Date:

________________

