

HRC137.1


[image: image1.png]NORTHERN
IRELAND

HUMAN
RIGHTS

COMMISSION




136th COMMISSION MEETING 

HELD ON THURSDAY 1 MARCH 2012 AT 10 AM AT THE PREMISES OF FERMANAGH HOUSE, BROADMEADOW PLACE, ENNISKILLEN, CO FERMANAGH, BT74 7HR

Present:              Michael O’Flaherty, Chief Commissioner

Christine Collins

Paul Yam

John Corey

Milton Kerr

Grainia Long

Marion Reynolds

Alan McBride

In Attendance:  
Virginia McVea, Director

David Russell, Deputy Director

Daniel McChrystal, Intern

Note:
The Commission meeting was held outside of Belfast, facilitated with a wide variety of groups including voluntary and community groups cementing relationships with rural networks.  The Commission meeting was held for a shorter time during the day to allow for this engagement.

1. 
Apologies


1.1
There were no apologies.
2.
Minutes (HRC136.1)

2.1
The minutes of the 135th meeting have been agreed as accurate and adopted.
3.
Report from Chief Commissioner

3.1
The Chief Commissioner reported on his schedule of meetings that he held since the last Commission meeting, these included-
· NI Courts and Tribunals. 
· A number of politicians in Westminster and Belfast.

· Irish Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.
· Oireachtas Committee.
· British Government Foreign Office Conference. 
4. 
Report from Commissioners

4.1 
Commissioner Milton Kerr reported on the Welfare Reform event that was also attended by the Secretary of State and Nelson McCausland. 
4.2
Commissioner Grainia Long reported on engagement with the Law society and the opportunity for further engagement.
5.
Functions Report (HRC136.2)

5.1
Commissioners noted the Legal Function paper (Page 1-2).

5.2
Commissioners noted the Communications function paper (Page 3-4)

5.3
Commissioners noted the Legislation and Policy function paper (Page 5-8)

6.
Draft Business Plan (HRC136.3)

6.1
Amendments were noted and Commissioners agreed to forward further comments for the next Commission meeting.




Action: Director

7.
Update on Tender Documents

7.1
An update on Tender Documents was provided with drafts to come to the Commission meetings in April and May.




Action: Deputy Director

8.
Detention Strategy

8.1
The Detention Strategy document was discussed and further amendments were noted.




Action: Deputy Director

9.
Programme for Government (HRC136.4)

9.1
The Programme for Government was noted.
10.
Meeting with the Equality Commission board and Joint Committee with the Irish Human Rights Commission

10.1
It was agreed that meetings with the Equality Commission NI and the Irish Human Rights Commission were to be arranged.




Action: Director

12. 
Parliamentary Report (HRC136.5)

12.1
Commissioners noted the Parliamentary Report.

13. Any other Business

13.1
Proposed Community visits to Newtownards or Limavady were discussed.




Action: Deputy Director

13.2
An Update of CRPD, as an Independent Joint Mechanism as provided. 

13.3
The Health and Social Care Bill in UK was discussed.
13.4
An update on the Bill of Rights work was provided; further discussion was timetabled for the next Commission meeting.




Action: Director

Action: Chief Commissioner to write a letter to the UK Bill of Rights Commission.

13.5
It was agreed that the Human rights of Victims would be on the agenda for the next Commission meeting.
13.6
Commissioners discussed the delayed discharge at Muckamore.  It was agreed that meetings would be arranged with the interested parties and that the Commission will consider further an intervention directly with DHSSPS/ HSC Trusts on the Supporting People.




Action: Director

13.7
It was agreed that when issuing public statements there is agreement that where possible a 48 hour consideration period be in place where commissioners can examine and provide feedback on the statement.

13.8
Commissioners discussed a new approach for the Annual Statement should be linked to programme of government.

13.9 The subject of future investigations was discussed.






Approved:
_______________






Date:

_______________
