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137th COMMISSION MEETING 

HELD ON MONDAY 16 APRIL AT 10.00 AM

AT THE OFFICES OF THE NORTHERN IRELAND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION, TEMPLE COURT, 39 NORTH STREET, BELFAST, BT1 1NA

In attendance:
Professor Michael O’Flaherty




John Corey




Milton Kerr




Alan McBride




Marion Reynolds




Christine Collins





Paul Yam




Grainia Long

Present:

Virginia McVea




Rebecca Magee




Rhyannon Blythe (Agenda item 7)
Apologies:

David Russell
1.
Minutes (HRC137.1)
1.1
The minutes of the 136th meeting have been agreed following amendments.
2.
Chief Commissioner report (HRC137.2)
2.1
The Chief Commissioner reported on his schedule of meetings he had held since the last Commission meeting.  These included-

· Media interviews following the launch of the Commissions Investigation report – In Defence of Dignity: The Human Rights of Older People in Nursing Homes.

· A number of meetings at the UN Human Rights Committee Session.

· A meeting with the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) regarding ‘Rights based approaches’

· A variety of engagements in Washington DC including a St. Patricks day breakfast with the Northern Ireland Bureau, a St. Patricks day reception at the White House and with Shula Koening from PDHRE regarding ‘Human Rights Cities’.
Action:  Chief Commissioner to follow up on further work with the OHCHR on rights based approaches.
Action:  Chief Commissioner to follow up on further engagement with PDHRE.
3.
Report from Commissioners
3.1
Commissioner Grainia Long gave an update on the Welfare Reform Bill.  It was agreed that Commissioner Long would be the Commission’s focal point for Welfare Reform issues.
3.2
Commissioner Christine Collins reported on the International Coordinating Committee event that she attended with Commissioner Marion Reynolds and the Director.  Commissioner Collins presented the Chief Commissioner with the ‘A’ Status Accreditation certificate for 2011-2016 that was presented to the Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission at the event.
3.3
Commissioner Alan McBride reported on the Policing Board Thematic Review event he attended.

3.4
Commissioners agreed that Commissioner Marion Reynolds would be the Commission’s focal point for Detention.
4.
Directors Report (HRC137.3)

4.1
Commissioners noted the Directors report

4.2
Commissioners discussed with the Director the recent training session with Ann Blyberg from IHRIP on Budget Analysis.

Action: Director to arrange a follow-up meeting.
Action: Director to write a 1 page strategy note for May Commission meeting.
4.3
Commissioners discussed with the Director the ongoing Redundancy and Recruitment circumstances in the Commission. 

4.4
Following the proposals of the Director, Commissioners discussed making Team Building and engagement with staff a priority in the coming months.

4.5
Commissioners noted the Directors report on the International Coordinating Committee and commended the Director on the news that the Commission would lead an Accreditation Group to help other NHRI’s in Europe achieve Accreditation.

4.6
Commissioners and the Director discussed ongoing Audit and Risk matters.
Action: Outgoing Audit and Risk Committee chair to report on the conclusion of his term.
5.
Quarterly Report against the Business Plan (HRC137.4)

5.1
Commissioners noted the Quarterly Report against the Business Plan.

5.2
Investors in People work will cease.  Alternative actions will be used to develop staff and ensure quality.

Action:  The Director is to arrange a meeting on cross-jurisdictional matters on the UN Convention of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD).

6.
Legal functions Report (HRC137.5)


6.1
Commissioners noted the Legal Functions Report.
Action: The Director is to provide the Commissioners with the Planning Expert report on the Travellers Accommodation Judicial Review case.

Action: Commissioner Grainia Long is to work with the Director on an options paper for moving on. 

7.
Draft Publications in development to be considered (HRC137.6)

7.1
Commissioners noted the draft publications.
Action: Deputy Director is to ensure that the Social Networking addresses are added on to each new publication.
Action: Commissioners are to submit comments on the content of the Draft Publications to the Director.

8.
‘Is that right?’ Bill of Rights draft for Review (HRC137.7)

8.1
Commissioners discussed the ‘Is that Right?’ Bill of Rights draft.

Action: Further discussion on the Bill of Rights draft to take place at May Commission meeting.

9.
Welfare Reform draft (oral item)

9.1
Commissioners discussed the Welfare Reform report.

Action: Director to give a copy of the report to Commissioner Grainia Long before the May Commission meeting.

10.
Website 

10.1
Commissioners noted the presentation by the Director on the new website.

Action: Director to present a full internet profile of website to be demonstrated at the May Commission meeting for consideration.

11.
Business Plan and Budget (HRC137.8)

11.1
Commissioners noted the Business Plan and budget.

11.2
Commissioners approved the Business Plan following amendments.
Action: Director is to forward a copy of the Action Aid Strategic Plan to Commissioners for information.

12.
Human Rights and Victims (Alan McBride to lead discussion)
12.1
Commissioner Alan McBride reported on Human Rights and Victims and distributed a briefing paper.

Action: Human Rights and Victims is to be discussed in detail at the May Commission meeting.
Action: Chief Commissioner to make contact with the UN to discuss to possibility of a visit from a specialist in this area.

Action: The Director is to share the publications produced in the past by the HRC on Victims.

13.
Engagement with UK International Treaty obligations 

13.1
Commissioner Christine Collins led a discussion on UK International Treaty obligations.
Action: Commissioner Christine Collins to initiate discussion at the May Commission meeting.
14.
Joint meetings with the Equality Commission and Irish Human Rights Commission


14.1
The meeting with the Equality Commission has been arranged for 7th June 2012.

14.2 The meeting with the Irish Human Rights Commission is ongoing. 

Action: Director to follow up.

15.
Training at Summer School
15.1 The Chief Commissioner discussed training and summer school with commissioners. 
Action: Chief Commissioner to forward information to Commissioners.
16. 
Parliamentary report

16.1 Commissioners noted the parliamentary report

17. 
Any other business


17.1
Commissioners agreed to a one day residential event.

Action: Director and Chief Commissioner to come to May meeting with a venue, date, time, and details of the event.

17.2
Follow-up to investigation report.
Action: Deputy Director to present a briefing paper for the next commission meeting to discuss moving forward and a follow-up.

18.
Change of dates
18.1
The June commission meeting has been changed to 29th of June. 

19. 
Information papers for review at later commission meetings. 


19.1
Commissioners noted the information papers.

Action: Trainers’ manual and attendees’ manual to come to next commission meeting.

Approved:
_____________






Date:

_____________
