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138th COMMISSION MEETING 

HELD ON MONDAY 21 MAY AT 10.00 AM

AT THE OFFICES OF THE NORTHERN IRELAND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION, TEMPLE COURT, 39 NORTH STREET, BELFAST, BT1 1NA

In attendance:
Professor Michael O’Flaherty




John Corey




Milton Kerr




Marion Reynolds




Christine Collins





Paul Yam




Grainia Long

Present:

Virginia McVea




David Russell




Rebecca Magee




Angela Stevens (Agenda item 7)




Nazia Latif (Agenda item 8)




Roisin Devlin (Agenda item 8)




Brian McCaughey, Director of Probation Board NI

Louise Cooper, Head of Business Planning & Development, Probation Board NI

Bill Smith, departing Chair of Audit & Risk Committee 

Apologies:

Alan McBride
1.
Presentation by Probation Board for Northern Ireland

1.1
Brian McCaughey, Director and Louise Cooper, Head of Business Planning & Development gave a presentation on the work of the Probation Board for Northern Ireland and discussed how the Probation Board and the Human Rights Commission can work together in the future.

ACTION: The Director agreed to facilitate a follow-up meeting with Detention representative Commissioner Reynolds. 
2.
Report by the Chair of the Audit and Risk Committee

2.1
Bill Smith gave a report of his time as the Chair of the Audit and Risk Committee.

2.2
Commissioners accepted the Annual Report of the Audit and Risk Committee and recommendations. 
2.3
Bill Smith gave special thanks to Lorraine Hamill, Finance Supervisor, for all her help over his term of office.

2.4
Commissioners thanked Bill Smith for his dedication to the Commission over his term of office.

3.
Minutes (HRC138.1)

3.1
The minutes of the 137th Commission meeting have been agreed.

4.
Chief Commissioner report (HRC138.2)
4.1
The Chief Commissioner reported on his schedule of meetings he had held since the last commission meeting.  These included-

· Giving evidence to the All-party group on Trafficking.

· Secretary of State for Northern Ireland.

· Giving evidence to the OFMdFM Committee.
· OFMdFM Junior Ministers.

· William Hay, Speaker of the Northern Ireland Assembly.

· Engagement day to Newtownards.

5.
Commissioner Report
5.1
Commissioner Milton Kerr reported on the All-Party Group on Trafficking event chaired by Anna Lo MLA which he attended.
6.
Functions Report (HRC138.3)

6.1
Commissioners noted the Legal functions report.
Action: Commissioner Long along with the Director are to work on a document on Travellers for the June Commission meeting.
6.2
Commissioners noted the delay on making the new website live and agree that the website will be made live on Friday 25 May.  Commissioners commended the work of the team involved in the new website.

Action: Deputy Director to ensure that the new website is live on 25 May.
6.3
Commissioners agreed to make a submission on the law of contempt. 
7. 
Investigation Proposal (HRC138.4)

7.1
Commissioners noted the Investigation Proposal paper.
7.2
Commissioners discussed the idea for the upcoming Investigation which is to take place this year.

Action: Investigators are to review the Investigation proposal paper adding a paragraph on Corporate Governance, with the Chief Commissioner.
Action: The topic of Health is to be discussed at June Commission meeting.

Action: Director to share the Compton Report with Commissioners.


7.3
Commissioners adopted draft as amended.

7.4
Commissioners noted agreement to do investigation on hate crime.

8.
Economy and Human Rights

8.1
Commissioners noted Commissioner Long’s presentation on the topic of Economy and Human Rights.

Action: Commissioners are to forward proposals to the Chief Commissioner for moving forward with Budget Analysis.
8.2
The Chief Commissioner thanked Commissioner Long for her presentation.
9.
‘Is that right?’ Bill of Rights Fact or Fiction

9.1
Commissioners noted and adopted the draft.

9.2
Commissioners discussed the dissemination ‘Is that right? Bill of Rights Fact or Fiction.
Action: Director and Deputy Director to come back to Commissioners via email on plans for dissemination.  The paper will hopefully be published in June.

10.
Commissioner Away-day

10.1
Commissioners discussed the agenda for their away-day.

Action: Formal agenda to be send before meeting.

11.
Any other Business

11.1
Commissioner Kerr and Commissioner McBride will be attending training with two staff members.





Approved:
_______________






Date:

_______________
