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139th COMMISSION MEETING 

HELD ON FRIDAY 29 JUNE AT 10.00 AM

AT THE OFFICES OF THE NORTHERN IRELAND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION, TEMPLE COURT, 39 NORTH STREET, BELFAST, BT1 1NA

Present:

John Corey




Milton Kerr




Marion Reynolds



Grainia Long

Alan McBride

In attendance:
Virginia McVea




David Russell




Rebecca Magee

Lorraine Hamill




Angela Stevens (Agenda item 8)




Nazia Latif (Agenda item 12)




Leanne Cochrane (Agenda item 9)
Apologies:

Professor Michael O’Flaherty
Christine Collins





Paul Yam

*In the absence of the Chief Commissioner, the Commissioners present appointed Commissioner John Corey as chair of this meeting*

1.
Minutes of the 138th Commission meeting (HRC139.1)
1.1
The minutes of the 138th Commission meeting were agreed following amendments.

2.
Matters Arising

2.1
Commissioners noted the terms of the settlement of the Freedom of Expression Litigation case and discussed further action to take in relation to the advice of Lord Lester. 
3.
Chief Commissioner report (HRC139.2)

3.1
Commissioners noted the Chief Commissioner’s report on his schedule of meetings since the last Commission meeting.  These included-

· Addressing the annual meeting of the Northern Ireland Prison Chaplains Association.

· Attending and participating as panellist at the Organisation for Security and co-Operation in Europe (OSCE) conference.

· Delivering the Annual Distinguished Lecture at University College Cork (UCC)

4.
Commissioner report

4.1
Commissioner McBride and Commissioner Kerr reported on the Summer School they attended in June.

4.2
Commissioner Kerr reported on an event he attended on the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) organised by the Equality Commission for Northern Ireland.
4.3
Commissioner Reynolds reported on a visit to Hydebank HMP and discussed an upcoming visit to Maghaberry HMP.

4.4    Commissioners Corey and McBride reported on the visit to Downpatrick. The Deputy Director reported on scope for further action with reference to the ‘ghost housing’ site visited.
5.
Director’s Report (HRC139.3)


5.1
Commissioners noted the Director’s report.

5.1
Commissioners discussed with the Director, the internal and external audit expectations for the year.
5.2
Commissioners discussed with the Director plans for Human Rights based approach training.
6.
Quarterly Report against the Business Plan (HRC139.4)  

6.1
Commissioners noted the Quarterly report against the Business Plan.

6.2
Commissioners supported the Director’s use of additional visual management materials to summarise approaches.
6.3
Commissioners discussed the event being planned around the Commission’s Annual Statement.
7.
Functions Report (HRC139.5)

7.1
Commissioners noted the Functions report.

8.
Application for legal assistance (HRC139.6)
8.1
Commissioners discussed the application for legal assistance.

8.2
Commissioners concluded that assistance by the Commission was not appropriate and directed the Caseworker to communicate their decision to the applicant.

9.
Compton Report (HRC139.7)
9.1
Commissioners noted the recommendations paper on the Compton Report.

9.2
Commissioners agreed that the recommendations paper should be sent to the Minister for Health following the meeting.

Action:  Director to bring proposals for a follow-up to this paper to the September Commission meeting.
9.3
Commissioners also discussed the paper prepared by Commissioner Reynolds  on Accident and Emergency services in Northern Ireland and commended the work undertaken.

Action:  Director to bring a proposal to August Commission meeting.

10.
Annual Report (HRC139.8)

10.1
Commissioners approved the Annual Report for print.
11.
Human rights Advocacy training project (HRC139.9)


11.1
Commissioners discussed the Advocacy training project.
11.2
Commissioners accepted the Advocacy training project with minor amendments.

12.
Budget Analysis Proposal (HRC139.10)


12.1
Commissioners discussed the Budget Analysis Proposal.

Action:  Commissioner Long to send further information about past Budget analysis to Dr Latif.
13.
Investigations Proposal (HRC139.11)

13.1
Commissioners adopted the Investigations Terms of Reference.

14.
Nursing Home follow-up (HRC139.12)

14.1
Commissioners adopted the Nursing Home follow-up proposals.
Action: Director to meet with Communications worker to discuss press relating to the investigation.

15.
’Is that Right?’ dissemination proposal (HRC139.13)
15.1
Commissioners adopted the ‘Is that right?’ Bill of Rights dissemination proposal. It was agreed that Commissioners could submit suggestions for the title of the paper.
16.
Audit and Risk 


16.1
No developments to report.

17.
Any other business

17.1
Commissioners discussed a request received for an Irish language version of a 2010 Commission briefing paper on Minority Language Rights. There was not a consensus on the issue and in the circumstances it was agreed to consult with   the Chief Commissioner before finalising the response to the request.
Action:  Chief Commissioner to be consulted.
17.2
Commissioners noted the plans for a meeting of NHRI’s from Europe that will take place in Belfast in July.  The purpose of the meeting is to produce a response to the ICC paper on Treaty Body Reform.
17.4
Commissioners discussed the Travellers legal consideration.

Action: Ms Stevens, Caseworker, is to contact Commissioner Long in relation to the Travellers legal consideration.




17.3
The date of the next Commission meeting is 13 August.







Approved: ________________







Date:
________________
