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140th COMMISSION MEETING 

HELD ON MONDAY 13 AUGUST 2012 AT 9.00AM AT THE OFFICES OF THE NORTHERN IRELAND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION, TEMPLE COURT, 39 NORTH STREET, BELFAST, BT1 1NA
Present:              Michael O’Flaherty, Chief Commissioner

Christine Collins

John Corey

Milton Kerr

Grainia Long

Marion Reynolds

Paul Yam
In Attendance:  
David Russell, Deputy Director

Claire Martin, Communications Worker
Lorraine Hamill, Finance Supervisor



Nazia Latif, Investigations Worker 

(Agenda item 5)
John O’Callaghan, AP Project Manager 

(Agenda item 7)

Angela Stevens, Caseworker (Agenda item 8.5)
Apologies:

Alan McBride, Commissioner



Virginia McVea, Director

1. 
Minutes (HRC140.1)

1.1 The minutes of the 139th meeting were approved subject to minor amendments.  
2.
Matters arising
2.1
Commissioner Long and Ms Stevens have discussed the Travellers legal consideration.  The opinion is to be sought in August 2012.

Action: Commissioner Long will continue to liaise with Ms Stevens, Caseworker
3. 
Chief Commissioner Report (HRC140.2)

3.1
Commissioners noted the Chief Commissioner’s report 
on his schedule of meetings since the last Commission 
meeting.  These included:

· Participation at first meeting between the European Court of Human Rights and the United Nations Human Rights Committee

· Meeting with the Ambassador of Ireland, Gerard Corr, at the United Nations, Geneva

· Hosting a meeting of the European NHRIs to adopt the Belfast Statement in relation to the High Commissioners report on Treaty Body Monitoring

· Meeting with Jane Ann Duffy, Anglo-Irish Division of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.
3.2
Commissioners noted that, at the request of DFAT,  the Head of the Anglo-Irish Division of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade will be invited to meet with Commissioners at the November Commission meeting.

3.3
Commissioners noted that Priscilla Hayner had been successful in the tender to undertake Research on Transitional Justice in Northern Ireland.  Key stakeholder meetings will commence in November and a report assessing the current state of transitional justice in Northern Ireland and recommendations to advance transitional justice will be available in draft format in January 2013.
3.4
Commissioners noted that an event would be held on 10 December 2012 to present the Commission’s Annual Statement.

4.
Commissioner Update

4.1
Commissioner Reynolds reported on her visits, with the Caseworker, to Maghaberry HMP, Bush House and Roe House.

5.
Strategic Plan Update (HRC140.3)

5.1
Commissioners noted the Strategic Plan update and approved the key actions and time-line.
6.
Response to Commissioner Reynolds’ A&E Proposal 
(HRC140.4)
6.1
Commissioners discussed the response of the Director to the proposal for Analysis of Accident and Emergency Service provision in Northern Ireland.
6.2
It was agreed, that as the Director was not present, this item should be deferred and discussed further at the next meeting scheduled for 17 September 2012.
Action: Director

7.
NICS Human Rights Training Project (HRC140.5) 
7.1
Commissioners noted the report on the Atlantic Philanthropies funded project and the schedule of work planned to the end of the financial year.
8.
Any Other Business
8.1
In the absence of the Chief Commissioner, who left to 

attend another meeting, Commissioner Kerr took over 

the Chair.
8.2
Language Strategy 


Commissioners agreed that an Executive Summary should be produced for future publications which could be published in a different language if required and to the extent that resource allow and there is a proportionate need.  An update policy on Language Strategy will be considered by Commissioners.
8.3
The meeting closed at 11.15am.
8.4
The meeting reconvened at 1.30pm and was chaired by the Chief Commissioner.

8.5
Legal Casework Application

Commissioners discussed whether or not the Commission should seek to make an application in the case of X and Others –v- Austria.

Further advices on costs are to be provided and a final decision taken by email.

Action:  Ms Stevens, Caseworker to provide Commissioners with costs to enable final decision to be taken.
9.
Date of Next Meeting


9.1
The next meeting will be held on Monday 17 September 
2012 at 10.00am
The meeting closed at 2.00pm.






Approved:
_______________






Date:

_______________
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